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Annual Report 2016
Futureintech reached students 
at schools in more parts of 
New Zealand than ever before as 
it moved to a primarily ‘distance’ 
model for training Ambassadors 
and arranging visits. As well as 
another year of funding from 
Callaghan Innovation, the 
programme was supported by 
the Ministry for Primary Industries 
(MPI) in order to better promote 
technology, engineering and 
science-rich careers in the 
primary industries. Curriculum-
linked programmes incorporating 
Ambassador-led activities were 
developed and trialled in schools.

Employer support integral  
to success
Partner organisations which support 
employees to volunteer as Ambassadors 
are integral to the programme’s success. 
Altogether they donated an estimated 
5,416 hours of their employees’ time at 
an approximate value of $812,400.

Ambassadors – our key resource
Futureintech’s success relies in large 
part on the Ambassadors – early-career 
technologists, engineers and scientists 
who visit schools to talk about their 
jobs and show students the relevance 
of what they’re learning in class to jobs 
in industry. They raise awareness of 
careers that students are often unaware 
of, and inspire some to consider a similar 
pathway.
By the end of 2016, there were 866 
Ambassadors available for school 
visits; 156 of whom were able to talk 
about how technology, engineering and 
science skills are used in the primary 
industries. They made 2,708 visits to 

330 different schools and interacted with 
44,343 students, 2,531 teachers and 217 
careers advisors. The number of visits 
by teleconference or Skype increased 
significantly.
The online training system is now well 
established and provides consistent and 
flexible training for new Ambassadors. 
A new closed Facebook group provides 
opportunities for Ambassadors to 
network and share suggestions.

Extending distance facilitation
The Futureintech service is now available 
to schools in Northland, Waikato, 
Bay of Plenty, Hawke’s Bay, Taranaki, 
Manawatu and Canterbury as well as 
the main centres of Auckland, Hamilton, 
Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin. 

Five of Futureintech’s Facilitators work 
via ‘distance’ methods: phone, email 
and video conference. Two ‘contact’ 
Facilitators, based in South Auckland 
and Hamilton, visit schools and industry 
in person, and are developing and 
testing curriculum-linked programmes 
incorporating Ambassador-led activities.
In 2016, Futureintech continued 
to focus on achieving high quality, 
curriculum-linked visits that offered 
engaging hands-on activities for Year 
5–8 and 9–10 students. Throughout 
the year Facilitators recruited people 
working in technology, engineering 
and science-rich roles in the primary 
industries and established contact with 
teachers of Agriculture, Horticulture and 
Agribusiness subjects.

Top: Hayden Grant-Ussher, Beca, talks to students at Tawa College. Above left: Churchill Park School students with their 
winning Transpower Neighbourhood Engineers Awards project Sound Wall.  Above right: Nicola King, ESR, talks to Berkely 
Normal Middle School students about science in the workplace.
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Strong demand for Futureintech 
publications
The Futureintech website provides 
information on career pathways and is 
continuously refreshed with new profiles 
of Ambassadors and employers. In 
2016, a responsive format was adopted 
for better user experience on phones 
and tablets, and content covering 
opportunities in the primary industries 
was extended.
There was a strong demand for printed 
publications with more than 46,000 items 
requested directly by schools, in addition 
to the brochures and posters given out 
by Ambassadors and Facilitators. 
Almost all publications were updated 
and reprinted in 2016, and five new 
publications were produced. Funding 
from MPI supported the development 
of three new leaflets about careers 
in Growing & Harvesting, Processing 
& Commercialising and Supporting 
& Protecting sectors of the primary 
industries. A Who makes it happen in 
the primary industries? poster for Year 5 
to 8 students was produced in English, 
Māori, Samoan and Tongan language 
versions.

Funding from the Quake Centre 
and Quake Core at the University of 
Canterbury helped develop and print 
a new leaflet focused on careers in the 
Earthquake Resilience industry.

The Flying Fox Challenge
Four curriculum-linked programmes 
incorporating Ambassador-led activities 
were devised. The Flying Fox Challenge, 
which is linked to the Maths curriculum, 
was trialled in South Auckland schools 
and has been run in schools around the 
country. The Sustainable Futures, Energy 
Bot and Pasture to Plate activities will be  
trialled in 2017 and offered to all schools.

Working with other projects  
and programmes
Futureintech continued to support 
other initiatives promoting STEM 
subjects, using its network of 
contacts to encourage teachers to get 
involved. These included: Transpower 
Neighbourhood Engineers Awards, 
NZIFST / CREST Student Product 
Development Challenge, Project X  
(with the IET), Shadow Tech Day,  
Family Science Workshops, Hello 
Café and Engineering Education-
to-Employment’s public awareness 
campaign Make the World. 

External evaluation of 
Futureintech’s effectiveness 
underway
Cognition Education was commissioned 
to do an external evaluation study over 
2016-2017, looking at Futureintech’s 
successes and how the programme 
could be improved. This in-depth 
research has involved surveying 
teachers, careers advisers, employers, 
Ambassadors and Facilitators about their 
experiences. Further surveys and case 
studies will be conducted in 2017.

Enrolment numbers  
continue to increase
A key indicator of Futureintech’s 
success is an increased number 
of students enrolling in tertiary 
STEM study. Recent statistics 
from the Ministry of Education 
website Education Counts indicate 
that enrolments in science and 
maths, information technology, 
and engineering and related 
technologies reached 21% if the 
total in 2015, compared with 18% 
in 2010. 
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Olivia Heer, Opus, helps Grant’s Braes School students  
with a measuring activity.
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